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	Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th March, 2002 at 6.00 p.m.

	


	     Present:-     

	Councillor S. G. Flower - Chairman



	Present:
	Councillors J. P. Holland and G. P. Humphrey, Mr J. Houldey (East Dorset Youth Council Co-ordinator), Mrs. C. Murray (Senior Area Youth Leader), Mr J. Bell, Miss H. Gibson, Mr M. Lawson, Mr J. Salmon, Miss L. Small, Mr D. Stoffell and Miss S. Yonwin 

	Also in Attendance:
	Ms J. Duncan (Elections Officer), Mr N. Farmer (Head of Leisure and Tourism) and Mr D. Stone (Senior Committee Officer)


	     

	1.
	Apologies for Absence

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs S. E. Laird (Vice-Chairman)

	2.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.

	3.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th January, 2002 were confirmed as a correct record.

	4.
	Youth Parliament

The Forum noted that Mr Joe Bell had been voted as a Member of the Youth Parliament and extended congratulations to him on his election to this office.

	5.
	Young Voter Turnout

The Forum was advised that the Council’s Best Value Fundamental Service Review of Elections had highlighted the issue of poor voter turnout amongst young people and had requested feedback from the Forum on identifying reasons for this together with any proposals to rectify the problem.

Youth Members raised the following concerns which they felt impacted on voter turnout amongst young people:-

· The needs of young people were not being considered.  They felt that they would not get anything out of their participation in the voting process.

· Young people were reluctant to vote in elections where one political party had a clear majority in an area.  A proportional representation system was suggested as a way to resolve this problem but not all the youth present shared this view.
· A lack of voter education and information about the electoral process was a major cause for voter apathy amongst young people.  

· Young people were also disillusioned with the major political parties and felt that election promises were not being kept.

Proposals by the Forum to increase voter turnout amongst young people included the following:-

· More accessible voting procedures and facilities such as electronic/telephonic voting would encourage more young people to vote.

· In order to encourage young people to take an interest in the electoral process from an earlier age, mock referendums could be held on local issues of concern to young people below the voting age and these results submitted to the Council for consideration when dealing with the issues.

· Elections were currently held to elect representatives to the school councils, this could coincide with an address to the Schools by Councillors and relevant officers on the democratic process, the work undertaken by Councillors and the various political structures at local, national and European levels.

	6.
	Youth Discount Card

The Forum was apprised of the decision of the Community Services Committee in the above regard and was requested to provide input on the type of discounts young people would like to see negotiated on their behalf by the Council.

During the discussion that followed, it was suggested that the discounts be linked to the citizen card scheme whereby young people could produce the card to claim a discount.  In this regard, the Youth Members advised that the discounts most likely to appeal to young people were discounts granted by retailers such as clothing and  music shops and bus and taxi companies to assist young people with the cost of transport.

Entertainment discounts such as discounted entrance to the Tivoli were raised as a further option.

It was noted that the target group most likely to take advantage of the discount cards was the 13 – 17 age group.

RESOLVED that a questionnaire be compiled for distribution to local schools and youth organisations to confirm the ideas submitted at the meeting and to obtain feedback on any other discounts which could be incorporated into the scheme, the draft questionnaire to be referred to a special meeting of this Forum on Tuesday, 30th April 2002 for consideration.

	7.
	Wimborne Action Plan

The Forum was provided with details of an action plan for Wimborne which had been agreed by a Joint Working Group of the Wimborne Town Council and Vision Wimborne.  However, whilst acknowledging the merits of some of the issues contained within the plan, the Youth Members present advised that they had not been consulted with regard to this initiative.  The Head of Leisure and Tourism undertook to advise the Joint Working Group accordingly.

	8.
	Date of Next Meeting

It was agreed that a special meeting of the Youth Forum would be held on Tuesday, 30th April 2002 and that a list of meeting dates for the new municipal year would be circulated with the next agenda.  


The meeting ended at 7.35 p.m.
Agenda Item No. 9
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