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	EAST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


	Minutes of the Meeting held on 31st October, 2007 at 10.00 a.m.


	     Present:-     

	Councillor Derek Burt - Chairman

Councillor Spencer Flower - Vice-Chairman



	Present:
	Councillors Lucy Clark, Alex Clarke, Queenie Comfort, Janet Dover, Mike Dyer, Sally Elliot, Anne Holland, Pat Hymers, John Little, George Russell and Don Wallace.

	Also in attendance: 
	Councillors Malcolm Birr, Pete Holden and Barbara Manuel.


	     

	256.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Stewart Hearn and David Packer.

	257.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.

	258.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October, 2007 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

	259.
	Presentations by the Public

There were no questions, petitions or deputations received on this occasion.

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	260.
	Partnership working with Christchurch Borough Council

Members were advised that in order to enable feedback from the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee on this report discussion on this report by the Policy and Resources Committee would be deferred and dealt with at the next meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee on the 5th December.

	RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL

	261.
	Reference from the Performance and Resources Scrutiny Sub-Committee - Procurement

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'A' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
The Committee were requested to consider the report and recommendations of the Performance and Resources Scrutiny Sub-Committee's review of Procurement.
RECOMMENDED that the findings of the review be supported that:

(a) the Council needs skilled procurement support;

(b) the procurement support be delivered through a shared post of Procurement Officer in a partnership agreement with Christchurch Borough Council and North Dorset District Council  as the preferred choice of partners;

(c) the post be for a minimum period of three years with each partner authority being required to give a minimum of eighteen months notice to withdraw from the partnership;

(d) the Procurement Officer, upon being appointed, undertake a detailed spend analysis and establish benchmark data and targets for future efficiency savings;
(e) Procurement initiatives should be outward focused and proactive in establishing joint working with other authorities in order to secure maximum efficiency savings; and
(f) the Policy and Resources Committee receive updates on the current position of Procurement every 6 months following information presented to the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee and their subsequent comments. 
Voting: Part (f) – Nem.Con (3 abstentions) and the recommendations as a whole Nem.Con. (1 abstention).

	262.
	Industrial Estate Cleaning and Dog Bin Emptying

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'B' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to approve taking on an additional employee to carry out the dog bin emptying service and Industrial Estate cleaning.
RECOMMENDED that, with effect from 1st February 2008; 

a) the dog bin emptying service be carried out in-house; and
b) an additional employee be taken on, based at the Haviland Road Depot.
Voting: Unanimous

	263.
	Sites for Gypsies and Travellers

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'C' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to consider the response from East Dorset on the South West Regional Assembly Consultation on Future Pitch Provision.
RECOMMENDED that:

(a) Members approve the response as set out in paragraphs 5.3 - 5.9, and as set out under the 3 questions asked in the green consultation leaflet, to be submitted to the South West Regional Assembly on the Review of Additional Pitch Requirements for Gypsies and Travellers in the South West;

(b) the pitch levels proposed be reduced as detailed (and as shown in Appendix 2); and 

(c) appropriate Assessment be conducted for this Regional Spatial Strategy Policy
Voting: Unanimous

	264.
	Member Development Strategy

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'D' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members considered the draft Member Development Strategy.
RECOMMENDED that: 

(a) the Members Development Strategy be approved; and

(b) a Members Development Working Party be formed as detailed in paragraph 7 of the report, consisting of Members who attended the focus group.
Voting: Nem.Con. (1 abstention)

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	265.
	Brog Street Conservation Area

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'E' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
In the light of public representations, Members were requested to approve the designation and boundaries of the proposed conservation area at Brog Street/ Sleight Lane and to approve the conservation area appraisal.
RESOLVED that:

(a) the principle of the conservation area be agreed and steps put in hand to finalise its formal designation;

(b) the boundaries, as indicated on the draft conservation area plan, be approved; and

(c) the draft text of the conservation area appraisal be approved with amendments as included in the appendix.
Voting: Unanimous



	266.
	Concessionary Fares Grant Consultation

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'F' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to comment on the consultation paper on the distribution of concessionary fares grant.
RESOLVED that:

(a) Option 4 as set out in the consultation paper, which distributes 58% of the funds by the national performance indicator for bus patronage and the remainder using retail floor space, eligible population and domestic overnight visitors, is supported;

(b) In the event that Option 4 is not supported by the Government that the Council's alternative Option be Option 2, which distributes the grant based on population density, the number of passes issued within an authority, the number of concessionary passes issued in neighbouring authorities and net inflow; and

(c) the officers' comments as set out in paragraph 7 are supported.
Voting: Unanimous


The meeting ended at 12 noon
CHAIRMAN
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