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EAST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL

19th November, 2007
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	EAST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL


	Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th November, 2007 at 7.30 p.m.


	     Present:-     

	Councillor Mrs B. T. Manuel - Chairman

Councillor R. C. Dudman - Vice-Chairman



	Present:
	Councillors P. G. Bennett, M. C. Birr, D. B. F. Burt, Mrs L. J. Clark, Mrs Q. N. D. Comfort, Mrs T. B. Coombs, P. G. Cuckston, R. E. Daw, Mrs J. Dover, M. R. Dyer, Mrs G. S. Elliot, S. G. Flower, Mrs J. M. Hazel, S. C. Hearn, P. Holden, Mrs A. Holland, J. P. Holland, Mrs P. A. Hymers, J. E. Little, D. Morgan, B. E. Mortimer, Mrs M. B. Osner, D. G. L. Packer, T. J. Palmer, Mrs P. A. Reynolds, P. W. Richardson, G. W. Russell, N. Smith, S. S. Tong, D. J. Wallace and Mrs A. Warman.

	Also in attendance:
	Mr D. Atkinson (Independent)


	     

	288.
	Prayers

Prayers were led by Reverend Robert Jones, Wimborne Baptist Church.

	289.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. A. J. Clarke, D. J. Cozier and M. G. Simper.

	290.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.

	291.
	Chairman's Announcements and Review of Civic Functions Attended

The Chairman submitted a schedule of Civic Functions attended since the last Council meeting on the 17th September, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'A' to these minutes in the Minute Book.

The Chairman informed Members of forthcoming events throughout December; Members were reminded of the Carol Service taking place at the Wimborne Minster on the 5th December, 2007, the Christmas reception at Allendale House on the 14th December, 2007 and the Christmas fun day at Moors Valley on the 16th December, 2007.

Further to this the Chairman reminded Members that nominations were being sought for the Community Awards.

	292.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th September, 2007 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

	293.
	Presentations by the Public

There were no questions, petitions or deputations received on this occasion.

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	294.
	Committee Reports

a) Policy and Resources Committee
The report of the 3rd October, 2007 was submitted.

RESOLVED that subject to the revised dates circulated separately being incorporated into the Schedule of Meetings 2008/2009 Minute No. 211, the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Minute No. 213 Nem.Con. (1 abstention) all other minutes Unanimous
b) Audit Committee
The report of the 8th October, 2007 was submitted.

RESOLVED that the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Unanimous

c) Planning Committee
The report of the 9th October, 2007 was submitted.
RESOLVED that the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Unanimous
d) Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee
The report of the 10th October, 2007 was submitted.

In respect of Minute No 247 a Motion without Notice was proposed by Councillor Hearn and seconded by Councillor Mrs Holland that the matter of affordable housing be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee to give consideration as to why it is not on the list of first six areas to be looked at in relation to Pathfinder. Upon being put to the meeting, the motion was declared lost; 12 for, 19 against with 1 abstention. 
RESOLVED that the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Nem.Con.
e) Licensing Committee
The report of the 30th October, 2007 was submitted.

RESOLVED that the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Unanimous

f) Policy and Resources Committee
The report of the 31st October, 2007 was submitted.

RESOLVED that the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Minute No. 261 28:1 (3 abstentions), all other Minutes Unanimous. 
g) Audit Committee
The report of the 5th November, 2007 was submitted.

RESOLVED that the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Unanimous

h) Planning Committee
The report of the 6th November, 2007 was submitted.

RESOLVED that the report as submitted be adopted.
Voting: Unanimous

	295.
	Questions
In accordance with Procedural Rule No. 9 Questions by Members, the following question was submitted. Councillor D. J. Wallace asked the following questions which were answered by Councillor T. Palmer.

Councillor D.J. Wallace – Review of Grant Aid for Allendale Community Association
The minutes of the Funding of Community Facilities Inquiry Team, dated 5th September 2006, included the statement that Allendale Community Association “would be reviewed with regard to grant aid” and that the Inquiry Team would “meet with the Chairman” of the organisation.
Therefore, as a member of the Allendale Consultative Group meeting on 1st October, 2007 I was concerned to learn that this review was still awaited, 13 months later.

Questions: 

(1) Can the reason for this prolonged delay be explained, please? 

(2) Has the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee any idea when the promised review will take place?

Councillor T. J. Palmer – Chairman of the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee
The minutes Councillor Wallace refers to relate to the first meeting of the ‘Funding of Community Facilities Inquiry Team’ which was chaired by Councillor Paul Holland. The minutes reflect what was a scoping exercise at which Members of the Panel set their outline agenda for their review.
Further minutes of the meetings of the Panel show that they visited and interviewed representatives from the Ferndown Community Centre, St Leonard’s and St Ives Village Hall and Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. The Chairman of the Panel Cllr Holland will be able to explain why the original list of suggested bodies and facilities to be interviewed and visited was deviated from.
As a result of these visits and meetings with the Lead Members for Culture and Community and the Head of Community Services the Panel drew up a number of recommendations which were considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 14th March, 2007.

The minutes of that meeting show that Overview and Scrutiny supported the following recommendations that:-

(a) A financial justification and the most recent full set of accounts should be provided for all grant applications, including sources of alternative funding and any other pending grant applications;

(b)  A fundamental review of the funding of community facilities should be carried out;

(c) Overview and Scrutiny Committee should scrutinise grants on a random selection;

(d)  All community facilities should be invited to apply for grants; and 

(e) Town Councils are encouraged to take a more active role in the funding and running of their own community facilities in line with the recent government white paper, Strong and Prosperous Communities, on the future of Local Government.

The minutes of this meeting were considered by Policy and Resources Committee at its meeting held on 18th April, 2007 at which all of the above recommendations were supported.

The Council’s Grants Committee is currently reviewing its policies and procedures in light of the above recommendations and will report back to Policy and Resources Committee by the end of the current municipal year on any proposed policy changes.

	296.
	Concessionary Fares

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member separately from the agenda and a copy of which appears as Appendix ‘B’ to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to consider the concessionary fares system for 2008/09 to the bus operators on the 1st December for consultation.

Members discussed the concessionary fares scheme in detail, particularly in relation to providing concessionary fare travel prior to 9.30am which the National Scheme would not include. A proposition for including pre 9.30am travel was made by Councillor Mrs Dover and seconded by Councillor Mrs Holland. Upon being put to the meeting, the amendment was declared lost with voting 12 for and 18 against with 2 abstentions. 

RESOLVED that the concessionary fares scheme for 2008/09 be based on the National Scheme with the addition of granting Companion passes.

Voting: Unanimous


The meeting ended at 9.10 p.m.
CHAIRMAN
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