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	Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th October, 2008 at 10.00 a.m.


	     Present:-     

	Councillor P. W. Richardson - Chairman

Councillor Mrs J. M. Hazel - Vice-Chairman



	Present:
	Councillors M. C. Birr, A. A. J. Clarke, Mrs Q. N. D. Comfort, R. C. Dudman, J. E. Little, D. Morgan, Mrs M. B. Osner, D. G. L. Packer and N. Smith.

	Also in attendance:
	Mr S. Duckett (Head of Public Health Services), Mr S. Ricketts (Licensing Manager), Miss R. Young (Licensing Officer) and Miss H. Burton (Committee Officer).


	     

	283.
	Apologies for Absence

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs A. Holland.

	284.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.

	285.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 24th June, 2008 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

	286.
	Presentations by the Public

There were no questions, petitions or deputations received on this occasion.

	RECOMMENDATION TO POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE

	287.
	Review of the Provision of Taxi Ranks in the District

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'A' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to review the provision of Taxi Ranks in Wimborne and Ferndown and recommend changes to the Policy and Resources Committee.
Members of the Committee extensively discussed the report and considered the following points:
· The positioning of a new taxi rank outside the Florist in Wimborne town Square, between the junction with East Borough and ending at the junction with Mill Lane would increase traffic congestion and create a pedestrian hazard;
· A consultation letter be sent to Wimborne Town Council requesting a formal response;
· That a feasibility study be carried out to consider alternative locations in Ferndown for new taxi ranks to include the East Dorset District Council car park at the rear of Ferndown Community Centre.
RECOMMENDED that:
a) the Policy and Resources Committee be asked to support the plans to move the taxi rank to West Borough as part of the Wimborne Square Enhancement Scheme, including the introduction of electronic communication between the rank and feeder rank, and two additional spaces for taxi use in the High Street; and
b) the Policy and Resources Committee be asked to approve the amendment to the Council’s Parking Order for Pye Corner to only allow taxis to park in the spaces between the hours of 6pm and 8am; and
c) the Policy and Resources Committee be asked to approve amendments to the Scheme of Delegation to allow the posts of Licensing Manager and Licensing Officer to issue Excess Charge Notices for contraventions of the Council’s Parking Order at Pye Corner.
RESOLVED that:
d) Dorset County Council be asked to introduce a three space rank in East Street (Wimborne) opposite the Rising Sun, being effective between the hours of 8pm – 4am Monday to Sunday; and
e) Dorset County Council be asked to investigate the possibility of extending the Victoria Road (Ferndown) rank to four spaces, or, at the very least, three spaces; and
f) Dorset County Council be asked to introduce a three space rank in Princes Road (Ferndown) for the hours 8am – 6pm, Monday to Saturday, with the intention of this primarily being used as a feeder rank to the Victoria Road Rank; and
g) the Officers investigate the requirements, including financial implications, of the installation of an electronic signalling system to be used between Princes Road and Victoria Road ranks (Ferndown) and report back to a future meeting; and
h) the Officers carry out a feasibility study to consider alternative locations in Ferndown for new taxi ranks to include the East Dorset District Council car park located at the rear of the Ferndown Community Centre and report findings back to a future meeting.
Voting: On all items - Unanimous

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	288.
	Member’s Feedback on Taxi Knowledge Test

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'B' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members of the Committee were requested to agree a suspension of re-test fees between 1st January 2009 - 31st March 2009 for Knowledge and Regulation Tests (KART) and to introduce an English Language Standard for applicants.
Members of the Committee discussed the report and recommendations, noting that paragraph 7.5 of the Officer report should be amended to read “Every applicant will have to complete a professionally managed analysis of their English language” to ensure a fair and equal test for all.
RESOLVED that:

(a) the Officers, together with the Licensing Chairman, monitor the introduction of the KART between 1st January 2009 - 31st March 2009, with a view to reviewing questions and the pass mark; and

(b) during the 'monitoring period', as explained within the Officer report, applicants be allowed one re-test free of charge, to allow an assessment of the most suitable pass mark; and

(c) the policy in relation to Hackney Carriage Drivers be amended to reflect paragraph 7 in the report and to include the further amendment to paragraph 7.5.
Voting: Unanimous


The meeting ended at 11.47 a.m.
CHAIRMAN
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