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POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


	Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th February, 2009 at 10.00 a.m.


	     Present:-     

	Councillor S. G. Flower - Chairman

Councillor A. A. J. Clarke - Vice-Chairman



	Present:
	Councillors M. C. Birr, D. B. F. Burt, Mrs L. J. Clark, Mrs Q. N. D. Comfort, Mrs J. Dover, M. R. Dyer, S. C. Hearn, Mrs A. Holland, Mrs P. A. Hymers, Mrs B. T. Manuel, D. G. L. Packer and Mrs P. A. Reynolds.

	
	


	     

	433.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs G. S. Elliot, J. E. Little, G. W. Russell and D. J. Wallace.

	434.
	Declarations of Interest

Councillor Mrs B. T. Manuel declared a personal interest in Minute No. 441 (Planning Play for the Future) and remained present.

	435.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th January, 2009 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

	436.
	Presentations by the Public

There were no questions, petitions or deputations received on this occasion.

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	437.
	2008 Private Sector Housing Stock Condition Survey

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'A' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were provided with a presentation from CPC, the company responsible for carrying out the Private Sector Housing Stock Condition Survey.

As part of this presentation Members were informed of the key findings from the 2008 Survey, and were further advised of the key issues for the East Dorset private sector housing policy.
Members noted the key findings of the Private Sector Housing Stock Condition Survey.
Voting: Unanimous 

	RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL

	438.
	Child Protection Policy

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'B' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to consider a new Child Protection Policy for the Council.

Members were informed of the comments of the Joint Consultative Group which had recently discussed the report. Further to this Members requested that the bullet points in paragraph 6.6 of Appendix B to this report be amended to read: 
· Any Workers who supervise a work experience student must have a CRB check if required.

· Any Worker who has been banned from working with the children has the duty to inform a manager of this fact before they can work in direct contact with a work experience person;

· Workers should not travel or work alone with a work experience student unless they have had an enhanced CRB check if required.
RECOMMENDED that subject to the inclusion of the agreed amendments the revised Child Protection Policy as detailed in Appendix B to this report be adopted.
Voting: Unanimous 

	439.
	Review of Business Rate Liabilities of Council Owned Assets

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'C' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to approve engaging 381 Consultancy to conduct a review of the business rate liabilities of Council owned assets.
RECOMMENDED that 381 Consultancy are engaged to review the business rate liabilities of Council owned assets
Voting: 9:4 

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	440.
	Review of Street Cleaning in East Dorset

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'D' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to consider the recommendations from the Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee regarding street cleaning services.
RESOLVED that the recommendations listed in section 6 of the report be approved for implementation during 2009/10.
Voting: Unanimous

	441.
	Planning Play for the Future

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'E' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to approve the allocation of play builder funding to the play areas detailed in table 1 of the report.
RESOLVED that the play areas identified in table 1 to this report be this Council's priority schemes under the Planning Play for the Future project. 
Voting: Unanimous
(Councillor Mrs B. T. Manuel declared a personal interest in this item and remained present.)

	442.
	Moors Valley Car Park Charges - Delegation of Fees and Charges

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'F' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to support a change to the Council's Constitution which delegates the setting of charges for car parking at Moors Valley Country Park to the Chief Executive in conjunction with the Forestry Commission.
RESOLVED that: 

(a) Clause 73 of the Council's Constitution Part 3, Section B Scheme of Delegation Part 2. sub Part 1 - Delegation to Members of the Management Team be amended to read;

i) To fix charges, in consultation with the Chief Executive, for any facilities, activities and services operated by the Council and to exercise discretion in the levying of charges  for those services within his or her remit including car parking charges for Moors Valley Country Park but excluding all other car parking charges; 
and

(b) Car parking charges continue to be set on a biennial basis by this Committee and in liaison with the Forestry Commission.
Voting: Nem. Con. (3 Abstentions)  

	443.
	Reference Report from the Grants Sub-Committee held on 13th January, 2009

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'G' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were requested to consider and determine the amended Community Grant Aid Criteria.
Members discussed paragraph 3.3 of Appendix 1 to the report and felt that the wording needed clarification. In respect of this Members agreed that paragraph 3.3 be amended to read:

P3.3  The organisation must be able to demonstrate that it is open to all members of the community and that the organisation does not discriminate unfairly against anyone on the grounds of race, gender, creed, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, age or disability.
RESOLVED that the revised Community Grant Aid Criteria be approved subject to the inclusion of the amendments discussed at the Grants Sub-Committee held on 13th January, 2009, and the inclusion of the above agreed amendment.
Voting: 11:1 


The meeting ended at 12.34 p.m.
CHAIRMAN
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