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	Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th February, 2009 at 7.30 p.m.


	     Present:     

	Councillor P. G. Bennett - Chairman

Councillor Mrs A. Warman - Vice-Chairman



	Present:
	Councillors P. G. Cuckston, R. C. Dudman, J. P. Holland, T. J. Palmer and M. G. Simper.

	Also in attendance:
	Stephen Christopher (Mazars)


	     

	450.
	Apologies for Absence

No apologies for absence were received from Councillors.

	451.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.

	452.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th January, 2009 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

	453.
	Presentations by the Public

There were no questions, petitions or deputations received on this occasion.

	RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL

	454.
	Review of Contract and Procurement Procedure Rules

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'A' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members reviewed the updated Contract and Procurement Procedure Rules.
RECOMMENDED that the Contract and Procurement Procedure Rules as set out in Appendix 1 be approved with the following amendments;
a) that in paragraph 3.8 of the Procedure Rules, the words “other bodies or organisations” be replaced with “local authorities”;
b) that paragraph 3.8 of the Procedure Rules conclude with the sentence “In all other cases a report must be prepared seeking endoresement from the Policy and Resources Committee”;
c) that in paragraph 11.3 of the Procedure Rules the phrase “a relevant Sub-Committee” be changed to “a relevant Sub-Committee with delegated authority”; and that
d) in paragraph 3.5 of the Procurement Policy, the words “reason for the decision” should be replaced with “recommendation” and that the paragraph should conclude with “for decision”.
Voting: Unanimous 

	DELEGATED BUSINESS

	455.
	External Auditor's Report on the Use of Resources

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'B' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
The External Auditor reported his audit of the Use of Resources.  As the Audit Commission had tightened up the criteria, it was harder this year for authorities to maintain scores previously achieved.  The External Auditor congratulated the Council on the performance it had achieved.
It was noted that Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) would alter future reports on the use of resources and, as a result, what authorities would be assessed on.

Members congratulated officers on the performance achieved on the use of resources.
RESOLVED that;
a) the External Auditor's report is accepted; and that
b) an Annual Report be published along with the Statement of Accounts with stakeholder consultation on their publication.
Voting: Unanimous

	456.
	Audit Review of Sundry Debtors

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'C' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members received the report on the findings of the Internal Auditor following the review of the systems and controls in place within the finance department for the administration of collection of sundry debts.
RESOLVED that;
a) the auditor's opinion is supported;
b) both the finance and exchequer databases be reconciled; and that
c) a six monthly report on aged debtors be presented to the Policy and Resources Committee.
Voting: Unanimous



	457.
	Audit Review of the Main Accounting System and the Bank Reconciliation System

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'D' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members received the report on the findings of the Internal Auditor following the review of the systems and controls in place within the Main Accounting System and the Bank Reconciliation System.
RESOLVED that the auditor's opinion is supported.
Voting: Unanimous

	458.
	Progress Report on Implementing Audit Recommendations

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'E' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members noted the progress made by service managers in implementing recommendations agreed with both the internal and external auditors. Following advice from officers, Members updated action points up to the end of February, 2009.  
RESOLVED that Members note the content of the report and agree any variations to previously agreed action dates where necessary.
Voting: Unanimous

	459.
	Audit Programme 2008/2009

The Chief Executive submitted a report, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'F' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members were advised on the progress against the audit timetable.
RESOLVED that the Committee approve the updated Audit Review Timetable. 
Voting: Unanimous

	460.
	Update on Data Quality Action Plan

The Chief Executive submitted a report for information, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member and a copy of which appears as Appendix 'G' to these Minutes in the Minute Book.
Members noted the report on work being undertaken to ensure data quality.

	461.
	Council Investments

Members received a confidential update on the position of Council investments as of 9th February 2009 which revealed a total of £1.2m invested in banks and £12.5m in building societies.  Members requested that future reports should also detail the parent company and also each institution’s credit rating.  It was acknowledged that not all building societies would have a credit rating.

	462.
	Sale of Queen Elizabeth Leisure Centre Car Park

The December meeting of this Committee had expressed concern that the sale of the Queen Elizabeth Leisure Centre Car Park had happened after the expiry of the District Valuer’s valuation.  The Chair of this Committee had raised this issue with the Head of Legal Services and additional safeguards had been implemented as a precaution.


The meeting ended at 9.00 p.m.
CHAIRMAN
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