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East Dorset District Council 
 

Policy and Resources 
Committee Agenda Item No 8 

18th March, 2009 Public Report   
 

Handley Park Petition 
 

Item for Decision: Members received at a previous meeting a petition from residents of 
Handley Park, Sixpenny Handley and asked for a follow up report at 
their next meeting. 

Contributors 
Contact Officer 

Chief Executive 
Neil Farmer, Head of Community Services 

Financial Implications: Approved revenue budget provision. 
Council Priorities: COM2 COM3 COM4 PER1  
Recommendations: It is RECOMMENDED that the actions of the Council's Officers 

be noted.  

1. Applicable Lead Member Area(s) 
1.1 Community 

2. Crime and Disorder – Section 17 Implications 
2.1 Behaving in an anti-social matter is unlawful and can lead to a formal prosecution 

and criminal conviction. 

3. Equalities Implications 
3.1 All citizens have an equal right to be respected and treated equally. 

4. Risk Implications 
4.1 There are no risk assessment issues appertaining to this report. 

5. Introduction 
5.1 This Committee received a petition, see Appendix 1 to this report, at its meeting 

held on the 18 February 2009 and asked that a follow up report be presented to its 
next meeting. 

5.2 This report reaffirms what Members were told at their 18 February 2009 meeting. 

6. Background 
6.1 The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Officer, Mr Bob Bailey, has been dealing with 

what is in effect a neighbour dispute for over two and a half years between various 
residents living within Handley Park, Sixpenny Handley. His predecessor was also 
involved in this case. 

6.2 Mr Bailey has spent many hours working with the numerous parties involved and 
other agencies in what is a complicated case.  
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7. Progress to Date 
7.1 In October last year Mr Bailey managed, after many months of trying, to set up a 

Restorative Justice meeting between all parties. It took some time as all parties 
needed to be present. 

7.2 The purpose of this type of meeting was to encourage those who have caused 
harm to acknowledge the impact of what they have done and gives them an 
opportunity to make reparation. It offered those who have suffered harm the 
opportunity to have their harm or loss acknowledged and amends made. 

7.3 Conflict between people is inevitable, and when it occurs, restorative justice can 
help to restore the balance in a just and fair way. In resolving the harm done it 
works to prevent it happening again. In this case all parties feel they are being 
caused harm.  

7.4 At the restorative justice meeting which the petitioners refer to, it was not possible 
to reach an agreement between the parties as the gentleman referred to in the 
petition left the meeting in a distressed state.  

7.5 What was agreed at the meeting was that Mr Bailey and the site manager would 
continue to try and resolve this difficult case. In the last six months Mr Bailey has 
worked with the East Dorset Housing Association, Citizen’s Advice Bureau and 
the Police in trying to voluntary re home one of the parties. To date this has not 
been possible.  

7.6 Both the site owner and the Council have taken legal advice, which is that, at this 
time there is insufficient independent evidence to bring about either a successful 
Anti-Social Behaviour prosecution or site eviction. The medical condition of the 
resident the petitioners refer to is such that legal matters are complicated further.  
The complainants have been made aware of these facts. 

7.7 This is an extremely difficult case and this Council is but one of a number of 
agencies seeking to find an amicable solution. The Council will continue to play its 
part in trying to find that solution but it must not take sides in what is first and 
foremost a neighbourhood dispute. 

8. Appendices  
8.1 Appendix 1 – Petition 

9. Background Papers 
9.1 None 
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Appendix ‘1’
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